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OBITUARIES

Submitted article

Numbers, colors, words, 
references to times, names 
and places…is everything 
in the Bible significant?  
Of course it is. There are no 
accidents or coincidences 
in the Word of God. Every 
mention of a person, place, 
color, or number can reveal 
a greater understanding 
making things clear and 
enhances our revelation 
of the intent of God. The 
average church attendee 
can miss specific truths in 
Scripture a trained, edu-
cated, anointed, prophetic 
eye will grasp. 

Amos 3:7 “Surely the 
Lord will do nothing 
except he revealeth his 
secrets to His servants the 
prophets.”  

The Lord led me to 
study the number 15 while 
I was seeking a prophetic 
word for 2015 to bring 
encouragement to the 
Body of Christ.  My pur-
suit of the number fifteen 
led me to discover some 
interesting facts, and how 
the number 15 is an inte-
gral part of our daily lives.

Kentucky became the 
15th state inducted into 
the union in 1792 

Fifteen is the name of a 
restaurant, a puzzle game, 
and a punk rock band. 

MLB has 30 teams 
total; 15 in American 
League, 15 in National 
League

Rugby has 15 players on 
the field at all times. 15 is 
also the number worn by 
the starting fullback.

Fifteen is the name of 
the big screen movie, a 
TV movie, and a teen soap 
opera on Nickelodeon. 

Marilyn Manson and 
Taylor Swift have songs 
entitled “fifteen”

The Beatles had 15 #1 
albums.

The President’s Cabi-
net consist of 15 executive 

departments.
15 days after the death 

of a Pope, a meeting of 
Cardinals called the Con-
clave, meets to elect a new 
Pope. 

The NFL has four 15 
minute quarters in a game, 
and a 15 yard penalty for 
unsportsmanlike conduct. 
‘Unsportsmanlike’ has 15 
letters in it.

As I began to connect 
the number 15 to Scrip-
ture, I found some very 
interesting things as well. 

Pharaoh gave Joseph a 
15 letter Egyptian name 
Z a p h e n a t h - P a n e a h , 
meaning the “Revealer of 
Secrets,” Genesis 41:45.

Goliath’s spearhead 
weighed 600 shekels which 
is 15 pounds, 1 Samuel 
17:7.

Ezekiel’s temple had 
15 steps leading up to the 
sanctuary, Ezekiel 40:20-
31.

Miriam is mentioned 
15 times in the Old Testa-
ment.

Israel had 15 people 
that served as judges.

Ziba, who was a ser-
vant of Saul, had 15 sons, 
2 Samuel 9:10.

In the NIV translation, 
Paul mentions 15 Works of 
the Flesh, Galatians 5:19-
21.

Paul spent 15 days 
in Jerusalem with Peter, 
Galatians 1:18.

The sides of the brazen 
altar were 15 cubits square, 
Exodus 27:1.

Bethany, where Laza-
rus was resurrected, was 15 
furlongs from Jerusalem, 
John 11:18.

There are over 31,000 
scriptures in the Bible and 
approximately one out of 
six scriptures references 
a number.  Most people 
are familiar with some of 
the more common bibli-
cal numbers mentioned in 
the Bible, but fifteen was a 
number I was not expect-

ing to find in Scripture. 
Fifteen is a number that 
has not received a whole 
lot of an attention until 
now. Upon studying, I 
found fifteen or fifteenth 
was mentioned 42 times 
throughout the Bible. 
Each mentioned revolves 
around five main themes 
that began to prophetically 
speak and create a vision 
for success in 2015.

A Year of Rest
The 15th time Noah is 

mentioned in scripture is 
Genesis 7:7.  It refers to 
Noah and his family enter-
ing the Ark because of 
the water from the flood.  
Genesis 7:20 says, “fifteen 
cubits (22½ feet) did the 
waters rise.”  However, 
they were safe in the Ark 
because God provided a 
place of rest.   Last year 
may have worn you out 
mentally and physically as 
you dealt with one problem 
after another, but this year 
He’s bringing rest to your 
soul according to Mat-
thew 11:28-30, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn 
of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”  You 
are not going to be prob-
lem-free in 2015, but when 
problems arise…find your 
Ark!  The Ark is a place 
God provides to keep us 
safe and free from the dis-
turbances of life having 
a devasting effect on our 
lives.  Noah had an Ark, 
Jesus had a Garden, and 
Elijah had a Cave, so find 
your place of rest in Christ.  

A Year of Addition and 
Extension

Hezekiah received a 
death sentence from God 
delivered by the prophet 
in his 14th year as King.  

The prophet told Hezekiah 
to get his affairs in order 
because he was about to 
die.  Hezekiah didn’t get 
mad at the message or the 
messenger.  He went to 
God and prayed such a fer-
vent prayer that he actually 
changed the mind of God.  
Before the prophet reached 
the middle of the court, 
the Lord sent the prophet 
back to tell Hezekiah he 
would receive a 15 year 
extension to his life.  You 
may have gone through a 
divorce, bankruptcy, loss of 
a loved one, or been diag-
nosed with some disease. 
2014 may have handed you 
a death sentence, but 2015 
is about to give you a new 
lease on life.  

A Year of the Church
The number 15 is men-

tioned more in Exodus 
than any book in the Bible.  
It specifically deals with 
the dimensions of the Tab-
ernacle.  The East entrance 
to the Tabernacle had an 
opening of 75 feet, and a 
curtain extended on both 
sides towards the middle 
15 cubits.  15 cubits equals 
22 ½ feet which is 45 feet 
total.  If you add both 
sides of the curtain that 
leaves 30 feet that cov-
ered the middle entrance 
with a separate curtain.  
The curtain was there to 
block people from seeing 
into and entering the Holy 
Place.  When Jesus died, 
that 30 foot curtain was 
torn in two. The Bible 
says in Matthew 27:51, 
“And, behold, the veil of 
the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the 
bottom; and the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent;” 
That one 30 foot curtain 
was torn in two becoming 
2 pieces of 15 foot curtain. 
The curtain was torn down 
so we could gain full access 
into the presence of God.  I 
believe 2015 is a year God 
is reminding us to enter 

into His presence with 
expectation, and experi-
ence a double portion of 
His glory.  

A Year of the 
God-Send

There are two kinds of 
people in life:  Thorns in 
the flesh and God-Sends. 
Thorns in the flesh irri-
tate, aggravate, and hold 
you back. God-Sends are 
divine connections that 
elevate you to another 
level and help fulfill your 
God given destiny. John 
1:6 says, “There was a man 
sent from God, whose 
name was John.” John 
began his ministry in the 
fifteenth year of the reign 
of Tiberius Caesar (Luke 
3:1).  John came on the 
scene after 400 years of 
darkness between the Old 
Testament and the New 
Testament.  He changed 
the momentum; he shifted 
the tide and penetrated the 
darkness with the light of 
Jesus Christ.  But, he was 
not welcomed by every-
one.  Some didn’t like 
what he ate, some didn’t 
like how he dressed, and 
some didn’t like his sin-
gle-minded message of 
repentance. This is a year 
the Lord is sending people 
to help change the course 
and direction of our lives. 
Those individuals may be 
an unrecognizable part of 
your life now or they may 
come out of nowhere, but 
they will be sent to help 
you reach your full poten-
tial in God.  Don’t reject 
your God-Sends because 
they are peculiar or don’t 
tell you what you want 
to hear.  Quit making 
fleshly lists consumed 
with personal preferences 
and make a decision to do 
things God’s way in 2015.

A Year of 
Deliverance

The Hebrew word for 
fifteen is composed of two 
Hebrew letters “yod” & 

“hey”. Put together they 
speak of the outwork-
ing or the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. It signi-
fies the Hand of God that 
delivers from the bondage 
of the enemy. Fifteen is 
connected to deliverance. 
Hosea purchased Gomer, 
who was a prostitute for 
15 pieces of silver (Hosea 
3:2). Miriam, whose name 
is mentioned 15 times in 
the Old Testament, saved 
her Brother Moses’ life 
in Exodus 2:1-10 and he 
became the deliverer of 
Israel from the Egyptians. 
However, it’s not just a 
delivering from something 
that binds or controls you; 
it is also a delivering of 
something to you.  Most 
packages have a tracking 
number to determine its 
status and location.  Some 
people may feel their prom-
ises or blessings have been 
lost in the mail or returned 
to sender.  2015 is a year 
God is saying to check the 
spiritual tracking number 
by faith. Your package is 
out for delivery and it will 
be knocking on your door 
soon.  God purchased us 
the way Hosea purchased 
Gomer.  He bought us to 
deliver us from evil, and 
give us good things in life.  
Be anticipating for your 
package/promise to arrive 
soon!!

Let God bring you the 
necessary Rest from the 
battles you’ve faced, so He 
can Add and Extend your 
borders in 2015.  This is 
the year of the Church, 
so let God arise and His 
enemies be scattered. God 
is sending you people 
that are devoted to work-
ing together to build the 
Kingdom of God. He is 
bringing you a God-Send, 
and because two are better 
than one, you will be used 
to bring Deliverance and 
set the captives free in 
2015.

MALACHIAH KESHAWN DRUM
 

Malachiah Keshawn Drum, three-month- old son of Ashley 
Nicole Drum, died Feb. 13, 2015, at Harrison County Hospital, 
Corydon, Ind.

He is survived by his mother, Ashley; his grandparents, De-
nise Drum, Ekron, Ky., James Drum Sr., Shelbyville, Ky.; great-
grandparents, Tim and Stella Donahue, Battletown, Ky., Dennis 
and Judy Allen, Ekron, Ky.; one aunt, Courtney Drum, Ekron; two 
uncles, James Drum and Hunter Lynch, both of Ekron; and several 
great aunts, uncles and cousins.

Funeral services were held Feb. 21 at the chapel of the Hager 
Funeral Home. Sister Lida Bain officiated.  Burial followed in Parr-
Frans Cemetery.  

Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneralhome.com.

GEORGE W. CLARK
 

 George W. Clark, 89, Webster, Ky., died Feb. 
15, 2015 at Hardin Memorial Hospital, Eliza-
bethtown, Ky.  
 He was born Dec. 9, 1925, the son of Hugh 
Edward and Ada Cecelia Stull Clark.  
 He was preceded in death by his parents; four 
sisters, Lena Hill, Earle McCoy, Elizabeth Mat-
tingly and Clara Ernst; two brothers, Edwin and 
Robert Clark.  
 He is survived by his wife, Barbara Hardesty 

Clark; three children, James Edward Clark, Ekron, Ky., Peggy Gail 
Curry, Leitchfield, Ky., Robert Harold “Bobby” Clark, Webster, 
Ky.; and a granddaughter, Mary Curry.
 A Mass of Christian Burial was held Feb. 20 at St. Mary 
Magdalen of Pazzi Catholic Church. Burial followed in the church 
cemetery.  
 Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contributions to 
the WHAS Crusade for Children.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneralhome.com.

NOTICE
The Meade County Messenger will print a picture of your loved one in the 

obituary column. We need to receive the picture by noon Monday of the 
week the obituary is in the paper.

NORMA JOHNSON
 

 Norma Johnson, 88, Vine Grove, Ky., died 
Feb. 18, 2015 at Hardin Memorial Hospital in 
Elizabethtown, Ky.
 She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Eurith Noel Johnson.
 She is survived by three sons, Robert Johnson, 
Vine Grove, Randal (Jennifer) Johnson, Vine 
Grove, Raymond (Patricia) Johnson, Louisville, 
Ky.; six grandchildren, Alison Langley, Brandon 
Johnson, Carol Hosler, Abby Johnson, Brittany 

Stout, Adam Johnson; and seven great-grandchildren.
 She was a member of the Lighthouse House of Prayer Church 
and the Vine Grove Homemakers.
 Funeral services were held Feb. 21, 2015 at Nelson-Edelen-
Bennett Funeral Home in Vine Grove. Rev. David Rednour and 
Rev. Johnnie Benham officiated. Burial followed in the North 
Hardin Memorial Gardens, Radcliff.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

HAROLD IRVIN “JUNIOR” RAY
 
 Harold Irvin “Junior” Ray, 84, Rosetta, Ky., died Feb. 
16, 2015 at his residence. 
 He was born Nov. 16, 1930 in Louisville, Ky., to the 
late Claud E. and Bertha Elizabeth Priddy.  
 He was preceded in death by his wife, Betty Jo Hartfield 
Ray; two sons, Tim and Mark Ray. 
 He is survived by his daughters, Sonda (Jeff) Weiss, 
Irvington, Ky., and Wilma Ray, Hardinsburg, Ky.; a sis-
ter, Delores Smith, of Missouri and a brother, Layman 
(Cathy) Priddy,  Illinois; four grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren.
 He was a member of the VFW; he was a veteran of the 
Air Force and Army. He loved gardening, planting flowers; 
his dogs Sarah and Rajah. He also loved to play pool and 
darts, dancing and karaoke, wood working, fishing and 
setting up at the Flea Market.
 Funeral services were held Feb. 24 at Alexander Funeral 
Home. Burial followed in Rosetta UMC Cemetery.

NORMA M. LEONARD
 
 Norma M. Leonard, 90, died Feb. 18, 2015.
 She was born Oct. 21, 1924 in Cleveland, Ohio to the 
late Norman Carson and Mary McNabb Spence Fogle.
 She was preceded in death by her husband of 62 years, 
Emmett A. Leonard; one son, David Leonard; and one 
brother, Earl Carson Fogle. 
 She is survived by her daughter, Sandra; two sons, 
Richard and Timothy; nine grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren.
 During WWII, Norma was a Rosie the Riveter; and 
then retired after 27 years of driving a school bus for the 
physically and mentally challenged students in Westlake.
 She will be greatly missed by those that loved her. As per 
her wishes there will be no viewing or services scheduled 
at this time. 
 Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with the arrangements.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com. 

SHIRLEY ANN MILES
 
 Shirley Ann Miles, 67, Radcliff, Ky., died Feb. 18, 2015 
at Hardin Memorial Hospital in Elizabethtown, Ky. 
 She was preceded in death by her husband, Rich-
ard Miles I; her parents, Harold and Virginia “Honey” 
Costello; a sister, Ruthie Costello; and Harold Costello Jr.
 She is survived by two sons, Richard (Amanda) Miles 
II, Cameron, N.C. and Jay (Melissa) Miles, Elizabethtown; 
a daughter, Wendy (Kenneth) Miles-Porter, Elizabeth-
town; three sisters, Jackie Giannois, Poland, Ohio, Carol 
Damore, Youngstown, Ohio, Karen Kunder, Wilmington, 
N.C.; a brother, Pat Costello, Petersburg, Ohio; 10 grand-
children, Richie, Teana, Terrell, Jordan, Shelbi, Autumn, 
Bryan, Zachary, Andrew, and soon to be, Lilliann; and her 
mother-in-law, Lois Miles, Radcliff.
 She worked at Nielsen Media Research, attended the 
Prayer Lutheran Church and was a member of ELCA.
 Funeral services were held Feb. 23 at Nelson-Edelen-
Bennett Funeral Home in Radcliff. Pastor Pam Thorson 
officiated. Burial was in the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery 
Central in Radcliff.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.
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NANCY ELDRIDGE TERRY
 
 Nancy Eldridge Terry, 58, Ekron, Ky., died Feb. 22, 
2015, at Harrison County Hospital in Corydon, Ind.
 She is survived by a daughter, Laura Gentry, Louisville, 

Ky.; her mother, Liza Eldridge, Stanford, 
Ky.; three grandchildren, Daisy, Lilly and 
Hunter Gentry; two sisters, Cordelia Key, 
Annette Young, both of Gallatin, Tenn.; 
two brothers, Jeffrey Eldridge, Virginia, 
Anthony Wayne Eldridge, Henderson-
ville, Tenn.; her special friends, Todd and 
Laura Branson and Kayla Padgett; and 
several nieces and nephews.

 She was the manager at Shopko in Brandenburg, and 
formerly worked at Little Dave’s Down on the River.
 Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. on Feb. 25, from 
the chapel of the Hager Funeral Home, with Rev. Randy 
Kennedy officiating. Burial will follow in Garnettsville 
Cemetery. 
 Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contribu-
tions to the American Cancer Society. 
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.


